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An Approach to Gros Michel Banana Community Enterprise Development in Bankok Sub District,
Sangkom District, Udonthani Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the demographics and socio-economic conditions of
members of the Gros Michel Banana Community Enterprise in Bankok Sub district, Sangkom District,
Udonthani Province; (2) their knowledge of banana production, sources of knowledge and participation in
banana production; (3) the enterprise’s production and marketing conditions; (4) members’ problems and
suggestions for improving the enterprise’s management; and (5) the enterprise’s strength, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats and approaches for development. The Study Population was the members of
the Gros Michel Banana Community Enterprise in Bankok Sub district, Sangkom District, Udonthani
Province. Data were collected from all 27 members using an interview form and focus group discussions.
Data were statistically analyzed using frequency, percentage, maximum and minimum values, mean and
standard deviation. The results showed that (1) most (66.7%) of the community enterprise members were
female, average age 50.15, and married. Most had completed only sixth grade education and had 5-6
household members, with 2.37 family members contributing labor for banana production. More than half
of the members held no social position. They had attended meetings, training sessions or seminars an
average of 5.04 times. Almost all were farmers as their primary occupation. Their mean monthly income
was 6,333.33 baht. They owned on average 2.2 hectares of land and rented on average an additional 0.73
hectares of land. Their mean monthly agricultural expenditures were 5,480.00 baht and their mean
monthly non-agricultural expenditures were 4,960.00 baht. All had taken out loans. On average, their
expenses for growing bananas were 13,177.4 baht per 1,600 m? and their average income from bananas in
2015 were 28,620.00 baht per 1,600 m?. (2) Overall, members reported receiving a medium amount of
knowledge about banana growing from personal media and a large amount of knowledge from
government officials. For their level of knowledge, 55.6% of the members had a medium level of
knowledge. Their level of participation in banana growing was also reported as “medium.” (3) Production
steps were land preparation, planting, maintenance, harvest and marketing. Most members did not export
bananas. Only 18.5% exported bananas. Most sold their bananas in the local market and 14.8% sold to
Lotus or Seven Eleven. (4) Major problems were low quality bananas, transportation difficulties, lack of
capital, and problems with irrigation. They suggested that someone should give them financial assistance
and more knowledge about banana growing. (5) Approaches for improving the community enterprise are
to insure that all members have irrigation systems, to request funding to build a storage yard and packing
facility, to find a source of loans for members, to set up a fund to share expense purchases, and to
expand the network to increase production.

Keywords: Developmental approach, Banana growing, Banana production, Farmer group
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